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AAC Assessment 
 

AAC Assessment 
 
•  Gathering and analyzing information so that individuals 

with complex communication needs (CCN) make 
decisions about: 
1.  The adequacy of current communication 
2.  Current and future communication needs 
3.  AAC techniques that appear to be most appropriate 
4.  How to provide instruction regarding use of such 

techniques, and 
5.  How to evaluate the outcomes 

Who is Involved? 
 
•  Individual with CCN 
•  Level of involvement varies, but must be included to 

the greatest extent possible 
•  Family members and/or caregivers 
•  Professionals 
•  AAC Specialists/Experts 
•  SLPs 
•  ATPs 
•  OTs 
•  PTs 
•  Paraprofessionals 
•  General/Special Educators 
•  Inclusion Specialists 
•  Team Leaders/ETLs 
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Assessment Models 
 
•  Candidacy Model (should not be used): 
•  Included/excluded based on being “too something” or 

“not ready for”… 
•  Participation Model (endorsed by ASHA, 2004):  

1.  Referral for AAC Assessment  
•  identifies CCN and initiates the process 

2.  Initial Assessment and Intervention for Today 
•  identify current communication needs, and physical, 

cognitive, linguistic, and sensory capabilities 
3.  Detailed Assessment for Tomorrow 

•  Developing a robust system to support future 
communication needs 

4.  Follow-up Assessment 
•  Maintenance, repair and adjustment as needed  

The Participation Model 
 
•  The model looks at the things that typically developing 

peers of the same age need to be able to do to join. This 
information is then used to determine what 
communicative interaction the person with CCN could or 
may need to engage in, as well as how interactions could 
be made more effective. The model takes account: 

1.  Existence of communication participation patterns 
2.  Barriers of participation in communication situations 
3.  The effectiveness of previous strategies 
4.  New potential strategies to enhance participation 

4 Phases of Assessment 
 

1.  Referral 
•  Recognize CCN and the need for additional 

support 
2.  Initial Assessment 
•  Assess the individual’s current communication 

interactions, abilities and areas of need 
3.  Assessment for Tomorrow 
•  Assess future needs and needs outside of familiar 

environments 
4.  Follow up 
•  Maintenance and support to adapt to changing 

needs 
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Capability Assessment 
 
•  Process of gathering information about an individual’s 

capabilities in a variety of areas. 

•  Need to identify areas of strength rather than impairment 
using assessment procedures: 
•  Criterion-referenced  
•  Feature-matching 
•  Norm-referenced (formal, standardized tests – must be 

used with considerable caution) 

Administration of carefully selected, criterion-
referenced tasks designed to answer specific 
questions  

Assessment Domains… 
 
•  Process Positioning and seating 
•  Neuromotor impairments affecting muscle tone, 

reflexive movement, posture, balance & strength 

•  Motor capabilities 
•  Hand, arm, head, orofacial, foot & leg control 
•  Accuracy of movement, ROM, extended control, 

overall affect of movement 
•  Switch access 

Assessment Domains… 
 
•  Cognitive and linguistic abilities 
•  Cognitive skills: awareness, communicative intent, 

world knowledge, memory, symbolic representation & 
metacognition 

•  Symbol assessment 
•  Language assessment: single-word vocabulary, 

morphology, syntax, grammar  
•  Literacy skills 
•  Reading, spelling, writing 

•  Sensory perceptual skills 
•  Vision: visual acuity, visual field, light sensitivity, etc.  
•  Hearing 
•  Tactile defensiveness and/or sensory needs 
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Additional Considerations 
 
•  Account for, and accommodate barriers: 
•  Policy barriers 
•  Practice barriers 
•  Knowledge and skill barriers 
•  Attitude barriers 

•  Plan for future communication needs 
•  Careful review of EBP 

•  Constant monitoring 
•  Avoid abandonment 

Diagnostic Tools 
 
•  Use standardized measures as guides ONLY – these 

assessments are generally not normed on individuals with 
complex communication needs. 

•  An idea of what prompting and support is needed 
is essential 

 
•  Assessments that don’t require a verbal response and/or 

involve manipulatives can be useful.  
 
•  Tools that assess icon size and number, a well as 

vocabulary and language level can be useful: 
•  AAC Genie 
•  Exploration Wizard on devices 

Evaluation Walk-Through… 
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Evaluation Walk-Through… 
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